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Bedford Almshouses

Francis, 2nd Earl of Bedford had these
properties built to house 8 poor women
from Watford, Chenies and Langley. The
buildings were nearly destroyed in the
1930 to make way for a carpark, but a

3 public campaign. tad by Councillor
Bickerton, secured their survival and
refurbishment
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156 High Street

A timber-framed house refronted in
stucco in the 19th century. The stuccoed
front wall hides the original projecting
first floor. It is believed to be the oldest
public house in Watford
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1a Carey Place

Timber-framed house. 1a Carey Place and
137 and 139 High Street were originally
one house
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139 & 141 High Street

Timber-framed house. This building is
considered to be even earlier than its
neighbours at 137-139 High Street. Also
damaged by fire in July 1988 at the same
time as 139, it was entirely dismantled

S End rebulk Toe difersncs cetusen he
original and the new wood shows clearly
on the 1st floor elevation. The shopfront
is new and does not replicate what would
have originally been here
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14-16 The Parade

surviving domestic building in
predating both the Bedford Alm:
3 listing7) and The One Crown (istng 56)
It provides interesting evidence of the
ent of the town in tf eval
period. Used as a sf
19th century, possibly
windows are modern

ate

p since at least the
ier, the shop
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Elizabeth Fuller Free
School, Church Street

the teaching of poor children at the

Dl ov< cost of Mrs Elizaneth Fuler of
[Watford Place .. At first 40 boys and 14
oirls between the ages of 7 and 14 were
taught in the big school room on the

Jaround floor by a schoolmaster and a

Jschool mistress who also lived in the

building. In 1884 the school moved to a

new building in Derby Road (see listing
building by t Mary
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Watford Museum 


 Bedford Almshouses 


These were built in 1580 by Francis Russell, 2nd Earl of Bedford and his wife. 


They were for “8 poor women to be chosen from Watford, & from Langley & Chenies in Buckinghamshire”.


They were nearly destroyed to make a car park in 1932. 


Luckily, the mayor at that time W. Bickerton launched a campaign to save them.


Do you know how much the £800 that Mayor Bickerton raised would be worth today? (More than £26,000!) 
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Watford Museum 


 One Crown pub 


This is thought to be Watford’s oldest surviving pub.


It is a timber-framed building.


Parts of the building date back to the 1500s


The front of the building or the façade was hidden when a layer of a special plaster called stucco was applied in the 1800s.





Why might it be called the One crown pub?
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Watford Museum 


1a Carey Place	


This Timber-framed house was built between 1480 and 1520.


There was a fire in 1988 which slightly damaged the building, as well as the nearby Pizza Express building. 


This fire allowed archaeologists to look closer at the ruins and how the houses would have stood before, leading them to make further discoveries about the two buildings.





What do you think the archaeologists discovered?
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Watford Museum 


137 High Street (now Pizza express)


This was built around 1614 and was originally part of a fine, L-shaped, timber-framed townhouse.


It has an oak lintel fireplace.


 A wall painting was discovered at 137 High Street in 1957. It has the date 1614 and the coat of arms of James I 


It says reads ‘HONI SOIT QUI MAL Y PENSE’ (evil be to them who think evil) and “God save the King’.
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Watford Museum


14-16 The Parade (now Jacksons the Jewellers)


This was a home before it became a shop.


It is a timber framed building and believed to be the 


oldest home in Watford. In the late 16th Century, it was extended by one bay over the carriage entrance.


It has been used as a shop since at least the 19th Century.


The windows are new.
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Would you like to ride in a carriage?





                    








Watford Museum 


Elizabeth Fuller free school	


This was founded in 1704 by Mrs Elizabeth Fuller, who devoted life to charity.


She built and endowed the school “For the teaching of 40 poor boys & 14 poor girls of Watford in good literature & manners”. This marked the start of Watford Boys and Girls Grammar Schools.


At first 40 boys and 14 girls between the ages of 7 and 14 were taught in the big school room on the ground floor by a schoolmaster and a school mistress who also lived in the building


In 1884 the school moved to a new building in Derby Road 


After this the building became St Marys infant school and later it was used by St Marys as a Church Hall. Finally, it was sold and converted into offices.
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